Problems associated with conjunctivodacryocystorhinostomy.
Fifty-eight patients (69 eyes) underwent conjunctivodacryocystorhinostomy for lacrimal canalicular obstruction. The cause of lacrimal obstruction and the results and complications of the operation were analyzed. Trauma and idiopathic disease were the most common causes of lacrimal canalicular obstruction in 24 of 69 (34.8%) eyes each. Relief of epiphora was achieved in 68 of the 69 eyes (98.5%). The complications included tube displacement in 40 of the 69 eyes (57.9%), tube obstruction in 19 of the 69 eyes (27.5%), and infection of the lacrimal sac in four of the 69 eyes (5.8%). Despite frequent complications, most Jones tubes can be made to function satisfactorily. Conjunctivodacryocystorhinostomy remains the best surgical treatment at this time for permanent loss of canalicular function.